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Good Morning,  
  
I hope all is well and I hope everyone was able to enjoy their weekend. 
 
We are back up and running for normal landscape services. We are busy working on leaf clean ups and 
enhancement work. December, January, and February are great times of the year to get landscape 
enhancement work done if your budget allows. Depending on the project I may be able to provide bid 
pricing at a reduced price compared to the busy summer season. If you have any questions about your 
sites upcoming landscape services or potential enhancements please let me know so we can discuss 
your sites fall service schedule specifically. 

 
Please enjoy todays newsletter. Contact me with any questions or to set up any of the services 
or meetings discussed below. Key topic to focus on today is Winter Watering and Winter 
Landscape Work. Irrigation is off and the extended 2 week forecast is forecasted to be dry with 
only a couple day with minor precip chances forecasted so winter watering is going to become 
more important every dry day we have. 
   

Denver Metro Weather Forecast 
  

The temps are going to be in the 60’s today through Wednesday. Towards the end of the week 
we will cool down a little bit to forecasted highs in the 40’s. There is some precipitation chances 
starting Thursday night to Saturday morning, but they appear to be minor at this time. 
Forecasted at the moment to be less than one inch of accumulation during that time span, 
however ColoradoScapes will be ready for snow removal for whatever comes. 
 
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/675c2b6342b3512ea4f15bc9070663be6e36cc4bf61056076c50
0098c8eb3bbe 
 
  

Lack of Rain/Snow in 2020 

I found a great resource (link below) that shows the difference between our normal annual precipitation 
totals through 12/6 and 2020’s precipitation through 12/6. The graph is a great visual to see how few 
and far between our precipitation events have been this year starting in early summer. I am growing 
more concerned each day with landscape health due to this dryness, if this dry spells continues our 
landscapes may suffer greatly. The location of these measurements is the city of Denver, but I think it 
demonstrates the point that is has been a dry season in the Metro Denver area as a whole. We got some 
moisture with the storm two weeks ago, per this tracker they show approximately .44” of water. Not all 
of that will find its way into the soil, but compared to what have had it is a great help to our landscapes. 
I am still operating with the belief that due to the current deficit the snow from last week will have 
minimal impact to landscape health. Unless we get additional snow or supplement snowfall with some 
winter watering. 
 
http://www.globalwarmingdenver.com/tot_precip.html 

https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/675c2b6342b3512ea4f15bc9070663be6e36cc4bf61056076c500098c8eb3bbe
https://weather.com/weather/tenday/l/675c2b6342b3512ea4f15bc9070663be6e36cc4bf61056076c500098c8eb3bbe
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.globalwarmingdenver.com%2ftot_precip.html&c=E,1,OOPy9EG64pqGKU8mKA0-0iogf9jO02T6m9lOFpesh-QZiSliA3-J66Sxdq1lOg_S0XVmSW-jmBdTViNAWH-4W5vmMLONlgtsdgfN1bTSShgDCzNFbgkp&typo=1


  
I wanted to share this as it is important to know that your landscapes have received approximately 
SIX inches less precipitation than the average totals through 12/6 in previous years. Something to 
consider when you are thinking if you landscape needs winter watering or not. 
 

 

FALL LEAF CLEAN UP 
ColoradoScapes is in the middle of performing leaf clean up operations. Also, there are a set 
number of leaf clean ups in the landscape contract and we try to make sure we service 
according to those frequencies. Reason being is we don’t want to have to do multiple services 
since some trees still have their leaves and then need to bill for more leaf clean ups than what 
was contracted. We are going to use our best discretion though to move through our leaf clean 
up schedule quickly and effectively. If there are any questions, comments, or concerns about 
leaf clean on your property please let me know. 
   

   

WINTER WATERING  
With the dry summer and continued dry fall we need to pay extra attention to our landscapes 
during the winter time. I recommend watering to all customers at this time. New landscapes 
especially need winter watering considering the root system for the new plants are not as big as 
established landscape plants. With that said, if you have a mature established landscape we 
want to maintain that and not have any plants go into decline where they can become stressed 
and susceptible to more problems. 

 
As discussed above there has been far less precipitation this year compared to average. Your 
irrigation system is supplementing the remaining needed water to plants. However, when the 
irrigation system is winterized, it is then our responsibility to provide that supplemental 
watering. To help you understand the importance of winter watering I attached a CSU 
extension fact sheet and I copied a quick 4 minute video link below. The video was produced by 
CSU Extension and Tagawa Gardens (a local Colorado nursery). The video does a great job of 
explaining and showing why winter watering is needed and why it is so important during dry 
periods like we have been experiencing for the past couple of months. I thought this may be a 
better way to emphasize how important this service can be during times of winter drought.  

https://youtu.be/zM2VD7uZLvY 
Winter watering is a relatively cheap service when you consider the benefits for plants 

and weigh it against costs for replacement plants. Trees for example, range from $700 - $1,000 
to get installed depending on a number a factors. That price range does not include tree 
removal. Winter watering is relatively inexpensive to help keep an already planted tree alive 
and healthy. 
 
I thought this week it would be beneficial to provide examples of what landscape problems could arise if 
winter watering is not performed. I have been talking about the benefits of doing winter watering for 
your landscape, but I have not touched on the potential negative impacts specifically. 

https://youtu.be/zM2VD7uZLvY


For Deciduous trees that lose their leaves in the fall) damage from lack of winter watering won’t show 
up until the following spring and could include branch dieback, reduced leaf size, chlorosis (yellowing of 
leaves) or tree mortality. The impacted health also opens up the tree to being more susceptible to 
insects and diseases. Each deciduous trees has their own set of pests and diseases, but some common 
problem pests in our area include Japanese beetle, lilac ash borer, emerald ash borer, spider mites, and 
aphids. Typically insects will attack the weakest tree first since the trees natural defense system is 
hindered. However, after the weak trees have been gone through the insects will move to other healthy 
plants. The goal is to keep the landscape healthy to help eliminate the introduction of a vigorous pest 
population. 

For Evergreen trees that get really dry you will see needle dieback and browning. This can occur quickly 
for some evergreens that are next to the South or West sides of buildings. Since evergreen trees do not 
drop their needles(leaves) yearly they are very susceptible to winter drought. When there is little to no 
water in the soil for the roots to send up to the needles then the tree needs to sacrifice some branches 
and needles to survive. When evergreens get dry they become susceptible to mites. Mites are especially 
common in Colorado due to our mild winters. Mites use evergreen trees and the turf grass below 
evergreen trees as winter protection cover and food. A stressed tree will not defend itself very well 
against mites and at that point becomes more susceptible to other pests like pine beetle. 

The big takeaway is it is important to keep your landscape plants as healthy as possible with minor 
maintenance items like Winter Watering so your landscapes can defend themselves versus the diseases 
and pests that may be present. 

If you have any questions please reach out to me. It is an important service for the health of landscape 
plants in Colorado so I am happy to answer and questions and discuss this to make it work for your 
landscape. 

 
WINTER LANDSCAPE WORK 
I have been discussing the dry weather and lack of snow forecasted for a couple weeks now. 
Though I am concerned about the impact on landscape health because of the weather, there is 
one positive about our relatively warm and dry weather, performing landscape enhancements 
now opposed to the busy season. If you have work budgeted in 2021 for mulch, rock, demo 
work, plant removal, or anything that does not require new plantings we can get that done this 
winter. We could even do the demo work, and then return in spring time to plant. Performing 
landscape enhancements now is a great idea to get ahead during a slow time and depending on 
the job I am can offer slow season labor rates which can help save some money for your site for 
projects that were planned and budgeted anyways. Also, due to the slow period 
ColoradoScapes should be able to quickly turn around any approved job opposed to the busy 
season come April and May where the enhancement schedule can be 2 weeks out. 
If you are interested in discussing some winter landscape work items please let me know. We 
can schedule a meeting or call to discuss what we want to do. 
 
 
SNOW PREP 2020-2021  



The first and second snow services of the season are in the books. If you have time available 
and feel it would be beneficial it would be great to set up a meeting to specifically discuss snow 
removal now that is have been performed two times. At this meeting we will discuss snow pile 
locations, service expectations, and any other unique snow removal items for your site. Please 
contact me with any questions concerning snow or to set up a snow walk. 
 
I am always happy to make time for landscape or snow walks. Please let me know if you want to 
walk your site and we can schedule accordingly. Thanks for your time. Have a great week! 

 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
 

Casey Steere 
720-985-9028 
ColoradoScapes, Inc. 
4040 Clay St 
Sheridan, CO 80110 
CoScapes.com 
 

 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fCoScapes.com&c=E,1,4rsj-JUUb1uwxHrM0DbZHNGVwBBCMe4gFcThphDjvRGU5Q_DLeEo35sRIGGuClychufo-2r92wxDhH4eQmOqHqFY8bgSV3JKu3_NRI3Rt9GGpHGSNfwHYsE,&typo=1
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by J.E. Klett and R. Cox*

Dry air, low precipitation, little soil 
moisture, and fluctuating temperatures are 
characteristics of fall and winter in many 
areas of Colorado. Often there is little or no 
snow cover to provide soil moisture from 
October through March. Trees, shrubs, 
perennials and lawns under these conditions 
may be damaged if they do not receive 
supplemental water.

The result of long, dry periods during 
fall and winter is injury or death to parts 
of plant root systems. Affected plants may 
appear perfectly normal and resume growth 
in the spring using stored food energy. Plants 
may be weakened and all or parts may die in 
late spring or summer when temperatures 
rise. Weakened plants also may be subject to 
insect and disease problems.

Plants Sensitive 
to Drought Injury

Woody plants with shallow root systems 
require supplemental watering during 
extended dry fall and winter periods. These 
include European white and paper birches; 
Norway, silver, red, Rocky Mountain and 
hybrid maples; lindens, alders, hornbeams, 
dogwoods, willows, and mountain ashes. 
Evergreen plants that benefit include spruce, 
fir, arborvitae, yew, Oregon grape-holly, 
boxwood, and Manhattan euonymus. Woody 
plants also benefit from mulch to conserve 
soil moisture.

Herbaceous perennials and ground covers 
in exposed sites are more subject to winter 
freezing and thawing. This opens cracks in 
soil that expose roots to cold and drying. 
Winter watering combined with mulching 
can prevent this damage (See fact sheet 7.214, 
Mulches for Home Grounds.)

Lawns also are prone to winter damage. 
Newly established lawns, whether seeded 
or sodded, are especially susceptible. 
Susceptibility increases for lawns with south 
or west exposures. 

Watering Guidelines
Water only when air temperatures are 

above 40 degrees F. Apply water at mid-day 
so it will have time to soak in before possible 
freezing at night. A solid layer (persisting for 
more than a month) of ice on lawns can cause 
suffocation or result in matting of the grass.

Plants receiving reflected heat from 
buildings, walls and fences are more subject 
to damage. The low angle of winter sun 
makes this more likely on south or west 
exposures. Windy sites result in faster drying 
of sod and plants and require additional 
water. Lawns in warm exposures are prone 
to late winter mite damage. Water is the 
best treatment to prevent turf injury (see 
fact sheet 5.505, Clover and Other Mites 
of Turfgrass.)

Monitor weather conditions and water 
during extended dry periods without snow 
cover – one to two times per month.

Newly Planted vs. 
Established Plants

Newly planted trees are most susceptible 
to winter drought injury. Trees generally take 
one year to establish for each inch of trunk 
diameter. For example, a two inch diameter 
(caliper) tree takes a minimum of two years 
to establish under normal conditions. 

Trees obtain water best when it is allowed 
to soak into the soil slowly to a depth of 12 
inches. Methods of watering trees include: 
sprinklers, deep-root fork or needle, soaker 
hose or soft spray wand. Apply water to many 
locations under the dripline and beyond if 
possible. If using a deep-root fork or needle, 
insert no deeper than 8 inches into the soil. 
As a general survival rule, apply 10 gallons of 

Quick Facts
•	Water trees, shrubs, lawns, 

and perennials during 
prolonged dry fall and winter 
periods to prevent root 
damage that affects the health 
of the entire plant.

•	Water only when air and 
soil temperatures are above 
40 degrees F with no snow 
cover.

•	Established large trees have 
a root spread equal to or 
greater than the height of the 
tree. Apply water to the most 
critical part of the root zone 
within the dripline.

Fall and Winter Watering

*J.E. Klett, Colorado State University Extension 
horticulture specialist and professor, horticulture 
and landscape architecture; and R. Cox, Extension 
horticulture agent, Arapahoe County. 3/13

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07214.html
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07214.html
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05505.html
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/insect/05505.html


water for each diameter inch of the tree. For 
example, a two-inch diameter tree needs 20 
gallons per watering. Use a ruler to measure 
your tree’s diameter at 6" above ground 
level.

Newly planted shrubs require more 
water than established shrubs that have 
been planted for at least one year. The 
following recommendations assume shrubs 
are mulched to retain moisture. In dry 
winters, all shrubs benefit from winter 
watering from October through March. 
Apply 5 gallons two times per month for 
a newly planted shrub. Small established 
shrubs (less than 3 feet tall) should receive 
5 gallons monthly. Large established shrubs 
(more than 6 feet) require 18 gallons on 
a monthly basis. Decrease amounts to 
account for precipitation. Water within the 
dripline of the shrub and around the base.

Herbaceous perennial establishment 
periods vary. Bare root plants require 
longer to establish than container plants. 
Perennials transplanted late in the fall will 
not establish as quickly as those planted 
in spring. Winter watering is advisable 
with late planted perennials, bare root 
plants, and perennials located in windy or 
southwest exposures.

Additional Information
For more information, see the following 

Planttalk ColoradoTM script.
1751, Fall and Winter Watering:  

During Drought

Colorado State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating. 
CSU Extension programs are available to all without 
discrimination. No endorsement of products mentioned 
is intended nor is criticism implied of products not 
mentioned.

http://planttalk.org/topics/trees-shrubs-vines/1751-fall-winter-watering-drought/
http://planttalk.org/topics/trees-shrubs-vines/1751-fall-winter-watering-drought/

